
Mountain View Baptist Church Constitution Update 

Dear Member, 

Mountain View was constituted as a church in 2007, adopting our current constitution, compiled 
in 2006, as the constitution of our church. In the years since then, we have amended certain 
aspects of our language to the extent that our constitution no longer accurately describes who we 
are. I realise that this sounds drastic, but please be assured that most of the changes are changes 
to language, rather than to function. Each year, we submit documents to the Department of Social 
Development (DSD) in order to maintain our NPO/PBO status. At this time we are required to 
submit any changes to the constitution that we may have made. It is that time of year again, so, 
as a leadership team, we provide this information to you. Constitutionally, we must vote on this 3 
weeks after notice being given. This, as well as the announcement on Sunday 28 July 2019 serves 
as notice of the vote.


Below are listed the changes to our constitution to be voted on and submitted to the DSD 
according to their section titles in the constitution:


1. Covenant: We have deleted the Church Covenant at the beginning of the Constitution as the 
spirit of the covenant is contained in the Next Steps booklet that each member receives prior 
to becoming a member. 

2. Confession of Faith: We have added a section on God the Father to the confession of faith, 
both in the shorter and longer statements 

3. Position Statements: The current constitution has certain position statements on subjects 
such as Family; Final destination of believers and unbelievers; Sanctity of human life etc. 
While we still hold to these positions, we have removed them from the constitution and made 
them available as separate white-papers. This is due to the fact that we will add further 
position papers in the future and don’t want to have to amend the constitution each time we 
do so. 

4. Constitution 
1. Name, Purpose and Origination: 


1. Origination: We changed the origination statement to reflect that we are are a church 
planting movement as opposed to a single church. 

2. Designations: We added a section to define certain terms that would be used 
throughout the remainder of the document for clarity. 

2. Government 
1. Business Meetings 

1. Updated the percentage of members required to call a special meeting from 25% 
to 50% 

2. Updated the quorum for meetings from 25% to 50% 

2. Offices 
Other Offices: Removed the office of trustee as this no longer exists 

3. Church finances 
Fiscal Year: Updated from 1 January-31December to 1 March-28 February 

4. Organisation 
Dissolution: Updated the language of the dissolution clause in order to reflect that we 
are an autonomous church and no longer a church plant of ABWE.




5. General changes: Changes were also made to the formatting and grammar throughout the 
document in order to make the document easier to read without affecting the meaning of the 
content.


If you would like to compare the two documents they are available on the website at 
www.mountainview.org.za


Thank you for your involvement in this very important business.


Sincerely


Mark Osborne

(On behalf of the leadership team of Mountain View Baptist Church)

http://www.mountainview.org.za

